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PREFACE
Dear reader,

We are proud to welcome you to this magazine
concerning the Actuarial Congress 2023. The congress
takes place the 1st of march in the KIT- Royal Tropical
Institute.

This year, the conference theme is ‘Fairness: The Ethics
of Solidarity’. As the field continues to evolve, it's more
important than ever for actuaries to consider the ethical
implications of their work. The conference will explore a
wide range of topics related to this theme, including the
ethical considerations of new technologies and the role
of actuaries in shaping public policy. During both plenary
and interactive sessions, you are challenged to both
evaluate ethical problems on an abstract level as well as
to critically examine your own ethical considerations.

To make this happen we have invited distinguished
experts as our keynote speakers. The mixture of
corporate representatives as well as governmental ones
is core to address our theme in its full complexity. We are
confident that their different insights and perspectives
will be both informative and thought-provoking. As a
committee, we are grateful to host this event and to see
our work becoming reality.

In this magazine you get a preview of our speakers and
the content of their session. We hope that you will enjoy
reading about the conference and that it will inspire you
to continue to learn and grow as an actuary. Besides this
we can’t wait to welcome you the 1st of march to make
this an unforgettable event together!

Kaj Soellaart, on behalf of the Actuarial Congress 2023
Committee.
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JEROEN BREEN
INTERVIEW WITH THE CHAIRMAN

In addition to Applied Mathematics at the TUE,
Jeroen Breen studied Actuarial Sciences at the
UvA and started his career in 1993 at the
insurance group of a (relatively) small actuarial
firm Dr WGJ Ten Pas; which was later acquired
by Mercer. He worked mainly on the advisory and
certification side of insurance companies and in
the 1990s and early 2000s he was very busy with
absenteeism and disability. After a career in
consulting, in 2011 Jeroen made the switch to the
professional association of actuaries, the Royal
Actuarial Society. Jeroen "has an opinion" about
actuaries and is also trained in didactics, so a
position as managing director responsible for the
professional association and for the education to
become an actuary was an appropriate next
step. Jeroen has made the step to education
since 2020 and works as a teacher of
quantitative subjects at Avans University of
Applied Sciences within the Industrial
Engineering study program and is also still active
as chairman of the supervisory board of
Pensioenfonds Campina.

HOW DOES ETHICS PLAY A ROLE IN YOUR
LIFE?

Ethics is an important part of my life for me. For
me, acting ethics means acting on the basis of
values and norms and also touches on integrity
for me. As an actuary you also regularly have to
deal with ethical issues; is it socially acceptable
or not to develop a certain product? It may be
possible from a risk perspective, but does it fit
with your own values and norms. Would I still
develop a product today where wealthy people

receive a discount on term life insurance
because they die less quickly on average?
Maybe not, maybe I do. It also has to do with the
zeitgeist. What might have been possible 30
years ago is no longer appropriate today. Another
interesting (ethical) question is whether ethics
can cost money and if so, who pays for it and are
people willing to pay for it? Are we willing to pay
more to avoid differentiating? I recently heard
someone say that ethics is doing the right things
the right way. But then what is good? “Good” is
subjective. So I would like to add an element to
that: doing the right things in the right way, which
is acceptable to a broad group. For me, ethics
also has to do with honesty; is it fair what you do
and what you claim and as long as you can
defend that - at least to yourself - you are acting
responsibly in my opinion.

WHY IS THIS THEME RELEVANT FOR
ACTUARIES?

The theme of Ethics is very relevant for actuaries
because they are confronted with it on an almost
daily basis. We are just not always aware of it.
We should use that awareness more often more
consciously. Everyone should read Cathy
O'Neil's book: Weapons of Math Destruction.
This book explains in great detail what the
consequences of working with algorithms are.
That is where the role of the actuary comes in, in
my opinion! We should do the calculations and
provide insight into the impact of certain (ethical)
choices more often and more prominently.

This year's Actuarial Congress will be supervised by Jeroen Breen.
Jeroen Breen is a mathematician, actuary supervisor and lecturer at
Avans, Industrial Engineering and Management. This interview will
give you an introduction to this year's theme: Fairness - the Ethics

of Solidarity.

WHAT DO YOU THINK THE PARTICIPANTS
WILL LEARN AT THE CONGRESS

I hope that the participants will go home after the
congress with a backpack full of relevant
examples where ethics and honesty play a role.
I hope that this congress will contribute to
awareness and that we will no longer take many
things for granted.

WHAT DO YOU HOPE TO LEARN FROM THE
CONGRESS?

In the past year we have been preparing for this
congress and for me the theme has come to life
more and more. It was already quite an important
theme for me, but I noticed that I was less aware
of it and because of the preparations and also
because of the congress, I expect it to be at the
top of my priorities again.

DID YOU EVER FACE AN ETHICAL DILEMMA
IN THE WORKPLACE?

Yes, of course! When I was general director of
the Royal Actuarial Society, I was regularly called

- in confidence - by members who were
confronted with ethical dilemmas in business and
wanted sounding boards on how to deal with this
based on the code of conduct of actuaries! These
are often quite difficult matters, because it also
has to do with your “circle of influence”. What role
can you play when you stand your ground, but on
the other hand, what do you do if it could cost you
your job?

WITH RESPECT TO ETHICS, WHERE DO YOU
THINK THERE IS THE MOST ROOM FOR
IMPROVEMENT IN THE ACTUARIAL FIELD?

Into awareness! We do 95% of what we do
unconsciously and automatically! As far as I'm
concerned, just like with the theme of
sustainability or ESG, we will have to put on the
"glasses of ethics" in all our work before you
deliver anything and I think we're going one step
further by adding an "Ethical considerations"
chapter as standard to any report or report
produced by an actuary.



Insurers are increasingly able to differentiate
premiums at an individual level. In the above
fictitious example, two pricing techniques are
used. Firstly, there is behaviour monitoring:
risk-taking behaviour, in the actuarial sense,
leads to a higher premium than risk-averse
behaviour. Secondly, there is a 'loyalty penalty':
because the insurer knows that the nurse is
unlikely to switch, she pays a higher premium
than customers who are known to critically
compare. The nurse therefore pays a double
surcharge.

DIFFERENTIATION IN PRACTICE

However, this example is not entirely fictional.
The Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) and the
Central Bank of Ireland have shown in recent
years that insurers in the United Kingdom and
Ireland could determine the likelihood of a
customer switching upon renewal based on a
wealth of data. Customers who were unlikely to
switch faced the highest premium increases.
The money earned was then used to attract
new customers with low premiums - premiums
that were so low that competing insurers felt
compelled to introduce a loyalty penalty as
well. They saw no other way to compete with
the discount pricing. The FCA has since taken
measures to stop these pricing techniques.
Closer to home, we have seen the introduction
of insurance where behaviour affects the
premium in recent years. Monitoring driving
behaviour is a well-known example, where in
the Netherlands only your way of driving is
currently considered but not where and when
you drive somewhere. However, the latter is
already an established

practice in the United States. Monitoring
lifestyle in exchange for premium discounts

has also been introduced in the Netherlands, for
example by reading the step counter on the
smartphone or measuring blood pressure. The use
of pricing techniques abroad and the outcomes of
conversations with Dutch insurers were the
reasons for the AFM to initiate an exploration into
the use of personalised pricing in the Dutch
insurance sector. Based on literature research and
interviews with market parties, scientists and
foreign regulators, the AFM published a report on
this in June 2021, outlining the opportunities, risks
and points of concerns.

HAVE AN EYE ON THE OPPORTUNITIES...

One of the benefits of personalised pricing, is that
risk-taking behaviour is no longer 'subsidised' by
risk-averse behaviour. When premiums are set at
group level, it is inevitable that motorists with
exemplary driving behaviour will contribute to the
damages of their more risky road users.
Personalised pricing can therefore be perceived as
fairer and also provide an incentive to take fewer
risks. This may results into lower claim costs for the
insurer, lower insurance premiums for the
consumer, and lower social costs, for example
when healthcare costs decline. In addition,
personalised pricing can increase the insurability of
individuals. For example, taxi drivers who are at
risk becoming uninsurable as a whole profession.
Monitoring driving behaviour can ensure that safe-
driving taxi drivers take out car insurance again,
without being disadvantaged by colleagues with
the riskiest driving behaviour.

... BUT BE ALERT TO THE RISKS

The downside, however, is that each step towards
personalised pricing leads to a slight decrease in
solidarity. In some cases, as a society, we might not
consider this as a problem, for example when a

A nurse drives through the centre of Amsterdam at night on her way to work. The insurer,
monitoring her driving behaviour knows this as a relatively risky ride: at a number of
intersections she passes, accidents often occur between 2 and 5 a.m. As a result, the nurse
pays a surcharge on her car insurance premium, which was already increased upon policy
renewal, because the insurer knows that this nurse spends little time comparing insurance.
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driver who intentionally takes risks pays a higher
premium. However, it is also possible for insurers
to identify on an individual level whether a client
is unprofitable, and reject them solely upon that
fact. This leads to insurers with less personalized
acceptance policies having to bear relatively
more unprofitable risks, which will motivate them
to do more individual risk assessment or to
increase premiums in general. Such a
development will make data sharing increasingly
less voluntary. There will be consumers who do
not want to share behavioural data with their
insurer for privacy reasons. These consumers
could face higher premiums if the insurer
assesses the refusal to share data as a greater
risk of damage, rather than a greater need for
privacy. Only wealthy citizens would then be
financially able to maintain their privacy. Insurers
can personalise their premiums, but the same
applies to policy conditions. It is technically
possible to formulate a personalised set of
conditions for each consumer. This could be
done in the interest of the customer: if the insurer
knows that a certain age group is more likely to
experience theft of luggage, the cover could be
expanded. However, coverage could also be
scaled back, for example when someone visits
the insurer's website with a high-set zoom
setting, suggesting that the person in question
wears (or should wear) glasses. The question is
whether a consumer would notice this: after all,
the terms and conditions are tailor-made and
cannot be compared beforehand. The increasing
personalisation of price and/or terms and
conditions inevitably also leads to a decrease in
the comparability of insurance products This is
already the case when behaviour influences the
premium, but if the policy conditions were also
personalised, this would effectively mean the end
of the comparability of insurance products in the
Netherlands.

OBSERVE THE POINTS OF CONSIDERATION

Given the opportunities and risks, the AFM has
defined nine focus areas when using
personalised pricing. As a regulator, we consider
it undesirable for consumers to be forced to
share their behavioural data. We also see it as
the responsibility of the insurance industry as a
whole to keep risks insurable. Part of that is not
to discriminate based on factors beyond an
individual's control, such as their genetic profile.
Above all, insurers need to carefully weigh up the
short and long term against each other: the
benefits of personalised pricing are immediately
obvious in the short term (such as less
subsidisation and a potentially lower cost of
claims), while the risks (such as uninsurability)
only manifest themselves in the longer term.

CORE IS ETHICS

Returning to the nurse: is it fair that she pays a
higher premium for her nighttime trips to work?
As a regulator, we would have our opinions about

this, but insurers will also need to consider the
larger ethical considerations involved. The AFM
closely monitors developments premium pricing
and can intervene in cases of abuse, based on
product development standards. The underlying
question here is whether the customer's interest
has been taken into account in product
development in a balanced manner. For
example, if loyal customers pay a higher
premium than critical customers, there is little
chance that the customer's interest has been
considered in a balanced manner. One aspect in
the use of technology may be even more
important than legislation: the ethical awareness
of insurers. As digitalisation increases, new
ethical questions will arise that have not yet been
addressed by the AFM's investigation or by the
current legislation. Many questions about
premium pricing cannot easily be answered with
a simple 'Yes' or 'No'. Digitalisation is making the
actuarial profession an increasingly balancing
act between ethical considerations, advantages
and disadvantages in the short versus long term.
Such considerations affect essential products for
consumers. This makes the following actuarial
action in the current insurance era more
important than ever: navigating by your own
moral compass. Because only by taking ethics
into account, we can reap the benefits of
digitalisation.

AUTHORS

. Rene Geerling & Bart Zwartjes
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INTRODUCTION

In my academic job I often struggle with ethical
issues. Is it unfair to be more strict with one
student than with another? Can I quickly decide
on an exemption when I formally should consult
that critical colleague? How can I properly
monitor the course quality when I am not a
specialist on the course topics? Is it allowed to
spread the word that the UvA produces the best-
trained actuaries?

Phew… the latter issue is in fact my true
conviction, but the ethical question is whether I
can state it without having made a fully objective
comparison? Fortunately, also being a
practitioner actuary, I am used to handling ethical
issues like every well-trained actuary. I would like
to explain what you can do with our UvA actuarial
programme, which is of course first in class both
in terms of specialization and of
professionalization.

SPECIALIST OR PROFESSIONAL?

Our academic training can only be and remain
top quality if the academic team engages in both
high-level research and in the needs of the
professional field. Both are happening at the
UvA. Examples of current practical applications
are the participation in the AG's Survival Tables
committee and the Parameters committee for the
new Dutch Pensions Act.

The MSc in Actuarial Science and Mathematical
Finance offers specialized courses in actuarial
science, mathematical finance and quantitative
risk management. The course list shows recent
developments in machine learning, climate
change and finance and risk management:
students can specialize in various disciplines.
But on the other hand, to become a successful
professional actuary, you might prefer to have
practical knowledge of insurance, pensions and
finance business and regulations, as well as
additional professional competencies (like
professional ethics!). What does it require to be a
certifying pension-fund actuary or an Actuarial
Function holder?

For that purpose, the UvA offers a professional
postmaster Actuarial Practice Cycle (APC) as a

supplement to the academic BSc and MSc
programs. This program aims at practical
knowledge and professional competencies.
Students can enroll as a part of our AEMAS
program, and this total package is accredited by
the Dutch actuarial profession (KAG). So our
alumni may use the title “AAG”.

BECOMING A PROFESSIONAL ACTUARY IN
AMSTERDAM

The postmaster APC aims at different student
groups: not only the ‘UvA actuarials’ but also
econometricians and other quants who are
interested in actuarial jobs, as well as
international students in quantitative fields. How
do we transform all these different species into
fully qualified actuaries? By offering part-time
trajectory’s parallel to our BSc and Msc
programs.

We have recently renewed the setup into a clear
layer structure:

1.Basis: quantitative Bachelor's degree,
supplemented where necessary with probability
theory & statistics.

2.Actuarial basic techniques: 6 disciplines, with a
total of 6 BSc courses and 4 MSc courses.

3.Specialization: 3 courses from 3 different
disciplines, plus the MSc thesis in one of these 3
areas.

4.Professional and practical knowledge and key
professional competences.
Qualified econometricians or other quants can
study parttime In our AEMAS trajectory to add
disciplines they still mess. A typical financial
econometrician would be sufficiently specialized
in Finance and Quantitative risk management,
but would need to catch up on basic knowledge
in the disciplines life insurance, pensions and
non-life insurance.

Important: we use this profile for everyone who
wants to be admitted to the postmaster APC,
including regular UvA students. Did you complete
both the BSc Actuarial Science and the MSc
Actuarial Science & Mathematical Finance, then
in most cases you will be instantly allowed to
start in the APC.

BECOMING AN ACTUARY:
TO SPECIALIZE OR TO
PROFESSIONALISE?

BECOMING A COMPETENT ACTUARY WITH
THE APC

You may wonder, since the financial sector is
craving for quantitative professionals, what
would be the added value for you to become a
qualified AAG-actuary? Read the sequel to find
out the answer: the postmaster APC will
certainly add value to your career.

The postmaster APC is a one-year part-time
course (every Tuesday from 15:00-21:30) filled
with interesting practical cases taken from the
work field of many actuaries. You work in a
project team to acquire the necessary
knowledge, check laws and regulations, and find
out how to carry out the assignment. You also get
training in professional competences, such as
cooperation skills, presentation skills,
conversation skills, ethics and professional
judgment.

Let’s check out on that bit of ethics and judgment.
In the educational requirements of the KAG they
are listed under competences with regard to
skills and attitude:

�Integrity:
Holds others accountable for their own actions,
monitors the fair handling of information and the
personal value of others in teams and is a visible
example in this regard.
�Professional judgement:
In assessments takes all relevant aspects into
account. Is open to arguments from different
angles and disciplines. Independently draws a
conclusion that he can defend well.
In the APC we start with a specialized ethics-
trainer to train you. Afterwards you need to select
two examples from your own work practice,
describe them and analyse your behaviour in
your individual competence workbook. You
receive feedback in a private discussion with
your mentor. Then it is time for practising: this is
built into the case on Pension fund certification,
where you and your team are responsible for
assessing the annual accounts of a pension
fund. This will certainly present challenges, but

the teacher (a specialized actuary of course!) will
guide you in maintaining independence and
straight back and in dealing with the pressure
you will receive from the pension fund board.
Finally, you will experience the importance of
your professional judgment as a certifying
actuary when you have to defend it during a
panel session with real pension fund experts.

In short, the APC offers a unique opportunity to
learn from specialist teachers and to strengthen
professional skills. It enables you to select your
personal goals on practice them in safe space
with guidance of experienced actuaries. The
combination of practical cases that require
initiative and appeal to actuarial knowledge,
teachers who bring current issues to the lecture
hall, and individual guidance by a mentor make
the APC a unique and very valuable addition to
your academic education.

So with that added value it's, a must!
Moreover: the Postmaster APC is offered in
English as from September 2023 and will start
twice in every year.

MORE INFORMATION

•Check your eligibility in the postmaster APC via
CV Quickscan. Visit www.abs.uva.nl/apc
•The APC is 30 EC and taught in English;
•Contact hours every Tuesday 15:00 – 21:30.
•1-year or 2-year track available
•Start in September and from 2024 also in
February;
•The professional �tle AAG is recognized in all
EU countries plus UK.

AUTHOR

Angela van Heerwaarden - Program Director
AEMAS-APC
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THE SPEAKERS

Puck Veeling AAG is a senior consultant within
KPMG's Financial Risk Management team. With a
background in Actuarial Sciences (University of
Amsterdam) and Health Economics (Erasmus
University of Rotterdam), she focuses on both
actuarial and societal issues in her work. In this way,
Puck is on the one hand involved in research for the
Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport, and on the
other hand she is involved in the development of the
KPMG Integrated Insurance Platform. With the
Integrated Insurance Platform, Puck helps insurers
rationalize data sources, models and analysis tools,
which creates more space for improving models
and digitizing the reporting process.

By ethics in my field of work and as an actuary, I
think of independence, integrity and a duty of care
towards the client and society. However, what is
ethical (or what is not) can differ from person to
person. By discussing this subject with each other,
you can come to valuable and sometimes surprising
new insights.

PUCK VEELING & LOUISE KOOPMANS

Louise Koopmans is a trainer. Louise has extensive
experience in providing training on ethics, dilemmas
and integrity in various organizations. In addition to
her activities as a trainer, she advises companies
on compliance and integrity. She specializes in
(integrity) risk identification and (integrity) risk
management. She sees behaviour and culture as
building blocks for good risk management, as well
as practically applicable solutions.

PLENARY SESSION I
KPMG

All the speakers of the Actuarial Congress 2023 are
highlighted below to give a clear overview of the plenary,

interactive and student sessions you can attend.

Michel Vellekoop is professor of Actuarial Science &
Mathematical Finance at the University of
Amsterdam. Since his appointment in 2009 at the UvA
he has mainly focused on questions relating to the
valuation and risk management of uncertain cash
flows in both complete and incomplete markets. He
was vice-chairman of the Mortality Research
Committee (CSO) of the Dutch Actuarial Association
(AG) and as such jointly responsible for the official
mortality prognosis that was published by this
committee in 2022. In the same year, he was
appointed as a member of the Parameters
Committee, which advised Minister Schouten on the
parameters and scenario sets that are used for risk
management calculations by the providers of Dutch
pension schemes. These calculations will also play an
important role in the intended transition to a new
pension system in the Netherlands.

MICHEL VELLEKOOP

In his presentation, Vellekoop will talk about applications in actuarial practice in which the question
arises whether we should always make full use of the possibilities that new statistical techniques offer
us. Actuaries are accustomed to making statements about an uncertain future and it is only natural to
make use of innovative new ways to analyse the every growing amount of datasets that they have at
their disposal. But when this implies, for example, that results are harder to explain, or when such an
analysis hinders solidarity, this also brings news responsibilities. Actuaries may now have to ask
themselves more often than before under which circumstances the recently developed techniques
should and should not be used.

PLENARY SESSION II
UvA

RENÉ GEERLING
PLENARY SESSION III

AFM
René Geerling works as a senior
supervisor and project lead
Innovation at The Netherlands
Authority for the Financial Markets
(AFM). He supervises the insurance
sector and innovation in financial
products and services more broadly.
His areas of interest include robo
advice, financial software,
personalized pricing of insurance
products and European cooperation
on innovation. He studied psychology,
business administration and political
science at the University of
Amsterdam.

Insurers are increasingly using data to determine premiums. People with a healthy lifestyle receive a
discount on their disability insurance; those who drive safely pay a lower premium for their car
insurance, among other examples. But insurers could also measure where someone is driving, and
when. If driving at night is riskier than during the day, should a nurse working night shifts pay a higher
premium for his or her car insurance? Is it ethical to personalize profit margins? The technology behind
personalized pricing offers opportunities but also raises dilemmas and (ethical) questions, which we will
discuss in more detail in this session. How far do you think insurers can go in personalizing insurance
premiums?
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Tjerrie has a broad background in Data and
Advanced Analytics. He has an extensive
knowledge on setting up data warehouses
specifically in the customer domain. Tjerrie is a
thought leader on data & AI. As head of Data & AI
he started different Data and Data Science teams
for NN. As the change lead of the data & AI
strategy program he and his teams work on the
data driven transformation of NN. Supporting
Business units with data science expertise and
data literacy programs.

TJERRIE SMIT, VINCENT VAN DE VEN
AND WESSEL VAN ZETTEN

PLENARY SESSION IV
NN

Wessel is a Data Scientist at NN, working on AI
applications to identify fraud. He is particularly
interested in the applications of open-source
technologies in order to increase the
interpretability of AI decisions, as well as
developing means to test AI models for bias.

Vincent is a Senior Data Scientist at NN,
previously Deloitte, with a specialty in risk
analytics. After several years of building
application to identify fraud, Vincent specialized
towards making Fair AI more tangible for NN and
members of the Verbond voor Verzekeraars.

Erik Jan de Vries is Practice Lead Data Analytics at
Triple A - Risk Finance, an independent and
innovative consultancy company specialised in risk
management and actuarial services. With his team
of data analytics consultants, Erik Jan helps
organisations use their data assets to their
maximum potential, bringing together business,
organisation and technology. To be successful with
Data Analytics, organisations must align their
analytics efforts with their business strategy and
embed data-driven decision making into their
business processes, which typically requires
appropriate tools and technologies, as well as an
effective organisational structure.

As Data Analytics, and Artificial Intelligence (AI) in
particular, become increasingly common tools for
optimising business processes, organisations are
starting to think more and more about the ethics of

using these tools. Think for example about an automated process for mortgage approvals or insurance
pricing, in which an AI algorithm decides whether or not your application is approved or what premium
you will have to pay. How would you feel if “the algorithm says no”, or if you find out you have to pay
more for your insurance than your neighbour? What if the algorithm had access to your social media or
other personal data when making its decision? What is fair? In this session we will touch upon these
topics and discuss ways in which organisations can deal with them.

ERIK JAN DE VRIES
INTERACTIVE SESSION I

TRIPLE A

Marcel van Delft works at elipsLife since 2016. He is Head
Products & Pricing and part of the management team of elipsLife
Benelux. He is responsible for development and maintenance of
the products as well as for Pricing. Before he joined elipsLife he
worked for Zwitserleven as Manager Risk Balance Sheet
Reporting and prior to that as Unit Manager Actuariaat. Marcel
was board member of the Royal Actuarial Association between
November 2016 and November 2022. Since 2014 he is a teacher
at the Actuarial Institute. Marcel studied econometrics at the
Erasmus University of Rotterdam and finalized it in 2000. After a
few years he also started actuarial courses and became a
certified actuary via the Actuarial Institute in 2012.

My session will elaborate on the function of an actuary. Firstly, I
will share the core values regarding ethics and integrity common
within my workfield. Thereafter, I will demonstrate from my point
of perspective how an actuary would go about those values in a
traditional manner. To me, the vast majority of actuaries are very
integer and reliable in their profession. Though, I do think we have
to look beyond the specialist side of our profession now and then.

MARCEL VAN DELFT
INTERACTIVE SESSION I

AG-AI

Many actuaries are active in the pension- and insurance sector and also often in positions which require
complex calculations or financial reporting. However, in the light of ethics and integrity, I feel it is
important to broaden one’s view beyond their function. For instance, a pricing actuary who is concerned
with determining the price of an insurance product in an honest manner. Then the question arises, what
does the actuary do when he merely sees trends indicating an upward trend? Function wise, the actuary
should obviously increase the price. On the other hand, I am convinced that there also lies a
responsibility to initiate a dialogue within the entire chain about this trend. In the case of health
insurances or climate risks the actuary should contact the ‘Verbond van Verzekeraars’ (association of
insurers), employers and perhaps even the legislator. All of this to contribute to keep the financing of
risks affordable for our society.
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Marc Heemskerk (1968) has been working for
Mercer since 1992 as a retirement actuary. He
advices the boards of pension funds and employers
and is also a certifying actuary. Marc is (locally) a
well-known speaker on pension events. He plays a
role in the national discussion about the reform of
the Dutch pension system and wrote some leading
articles about this subject. In 2008 Marc was the
first actuary on national television, as a guest
speaker in the information program “Buitenhof”. In
2016 Marc was voted as actuary of the year in the
Netherlands. Marc is a teacher for Stichting
Pensioenfonds Opleidingen and for the University
of Amsterdam. His session will be in Dutch.

Marc will speak from his experience about the
concept of balance and its relation to pension funds.
After all each pension fund board is ought to make
balanced decisions. However, the policies differ
between pension funds. It is this policy that affects
the partakers' pensions, which can even be
shortened as a result of poor policy choices. Are we
able to make judgements solely based on
calculations and models or do we have to change
the way we think about it? Is it possible to have a
policy that is fair to everyone? Get acquainted with
aforementioned subject and Mercer in this session.

MARC HEEMSKERK
INTERACTIVE SESSION II

MARSH & MERCER

Mandy is a Director at the Actuarial & Insurance
Solutions team within Financial Risk Management
at Deloitte. She started her actuarial career in the
year 2000 with Allianz Singapore, followed by AIA
Singapore (part of AIG), Munich Re Group and
SCOR/ReMark. She has lived in China, Singapore,
Germany and currently Amsterdam with her
husband and two children. She is a Fellow of the
Society of Actuaries (USA) with international
pricing, corporate actuarial, data analytics and
managerial experiences.

Actuaries are increasingly using predictive analytics
and machine learning models to effectively gain top
and bottom line results. This ranges from
automated underwriting, accurate pricing, claims
prediction and fraud detection, to even feeding
algorithms to AI applications. How should we stay
on top of possible ethical risks in applying these
sophisticated models? We will discuss a few
relevant use cases covering data, predictive
features and cautions we should be mindful of in
these model applications.

MANDY LUO
INTERACTIVE SESSION I

DELOITTE

Gilbert Pluym Msc, AAG (1962) is Managing
Director of De Hoop. De Hoop is a Dutch reinsurer
who focuses specifically on people with a higher
mortality rate due to medical conditions. De Hoop
operates mainly in The Netherlands, Belgium, UK
and the Dutch Antilles. Due to the deep medical
knowledge available within De Hoop, we can deliver
tailor-made proposals in complex medical
situations. This makes it possible for people who
otherwise would not be able to get a life insurance
to get the necessary insurance to fulfill their
(financial) dreams. Gilbert is active in the Dutch
Insurers Association as chairman of the
Commission on medical and ethical issues. He has
also served as member of the Life Insurance Board
and chairman of the Board on terms of employment
within the insurance sector.

GILBERT PLUYM
INTERACTIVE SESSION II

DE HOOP

Leendert de Rĳke is a higly experienced advisor at
AethiQs, with a background in both the financial
services and health care industries. He specializes
in risk management, with a particular focus on the
psychological aspects of risk, including risk
profiling, risk attitude, and risk culture. He is a
member of the ERM committee of the Dutch
Actuarial Society and serves on the Advisory Board
for RBS Masters. Leendert has shared his vision
and insights through articles and contributions to
the knowledge library of AethiQs and the online
platform RiskWorld.

Are you curious about how the new Dutch Pension
Act will affect risk profiling of pension fund
members? Then join us for an interactive session
where we will delve into the implications of the act
and discuss the latest strategies for obtaining
insights on risk preferences of pension fund
members. Together, we will explore the ways in
which these preferences can be put into practice to
ensure that pension funds are providing the best
possible support for their members. We will
consider the ethical side of these practices. This is
a unique opportunity to engage on a topic that is
currently at the forefront of the industry.

LEENDERT DE RĲKE
INTERACTIVE SESSION II

AETHIQS
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Pieter Tjerkstra is a pricing actuary for P&C
products at a.s.r. He is focused on pricing
automotive products for the direct and
intermediary markets. Pieter studied
Econometrics at the University of
Groningen and he is an UvA alumnus of the
Actuarial Practice Cycle. After his studies,
he started as a consultant Actuary in the
non-life area at EY. After a few years he
followed his passion and started to work on
the pricing of the Ditzo and a.s.r. products.

STUDENT SESSION I
a.s.r.

Gerjan Wienen is a pricing actuary for P&C
products at a.s.r. focusing on pricing
insurance products such as legal, liability,
travel and pleasure craft insurance for the
direct and intermediary markets. Gerjan
studied Physics and Mathematics at the
Vrĳe Universiteit in Amsterdam and took
several actuarial courses at the UvAAEMAS
program. His working experience involves
working as a consulting actuary, reserving
actuary and primary and secondary school
arithmetic and mathematics teacher. We are
looking forward to having a discussion with
you on the ethical dilemmas in product
development.

PIETER TJERKSTRA & GERJAN
WIENEN

Melchior Mattens is partner at Arcturus, an
actuarial consultancy firm aimed at (non-life)
insurers. By bringing together knowledge from
different disciplines and applying innovative
quantitative models, he supports many different
insurers in advancing their risk management. In
the past he has spoken at various conferences,
including the Actuarial Congress and in 2018 he
won the actuarial talent of the year award for his
vision on the role of actuaries and
econometricians in artificial intelligence. He is
also a member of the Insurance Committee of
the Dutch Actuarial Association.

With more than 20 years of experience in the
insurance sector, Patrick Dannenburg is an
experienced actuary and works as partner at
Arcturus. His experience is particularly in the field of
property and casualty insurance. He previously
worked as a department manager and actuarial
function holder at a medium-sized Dutch insurance
company, as a senior manager at a large
consultancy/accountancy firm and as a supervisory
specialist and Solvency II program manager at De
Nederlandsche Bank (DNB). From his broad
background, he has a warm heart for the 'financial
health' of organisations, while not losing sight of the
human interaction.

In the light of the theme of ethics, Melchior and Patrick will consider in their presentation the 'duty of care'
of insurers towards their policyholders. An example is the issue of whether insurers should be obliged
to offer prevention as part of the insurance package. Or what sustainability and climate change mean in
the inability or unwillingness to accept certain risks and/or insured persons. And what considerations do
you make if, on the one hand, the regulator requires you to manage your risks adequately and, on the
other hand, coverage is expected from a social (ESG) point of view? Enough perspectives to discuss
which ethical considerations play a role with respect to (un)insurability. What are your thoughts?

MELCHIOR MATTENS & PATRICK
DANNENBURG

STUDENT SESSION II
ARCTURUS
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The VSAE Board from left to right: Anneke Schroeter (External Affairs & Marketing), Randy
Griekspoor (External Affairs), Julie van Oldenborgh (Chairman), Sjors de Boer (Treasurer), Ira de
Witte (Internal Affairs, Vice Chairman & Secretary)

The VSAE, Association for Actuarial & Econometrics Students, has been the study association for
students of quantitative economics at the University of Amsterdam since 1963. The VSAE offers
these students the opportunity to develop both intellectually and socially, to orient themselves on
the labor market and to distinguish themselves through participation in extracurricular activities.
We offer a wide range of activities and events, ranging from small social activities to the
Econometric Game, a multi-day event in which the top 30 universities in the world quantitatively
solve a social issue, and the Actuarial Congress. This, together with the possibility to participate in
our Analytics Academy, access to our vacancy website Careers4Quants and much more, means
that we can add unique value not only to our members, but also, for example, to you as an actuary
through this conference. On behalf of the committee behind this congress, the board of the VSAE
and the rest of the association, we wish you an inspiring day!

Roetersstraat 11, Kamer E1.32 1018WB Amsterdam
T: 020 - 525 4134 F: 020 - 5254396

E: info@vsae.nl W: www.vsae.nl

THE VSAE
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THE COMMITTEE

Hi there, my name is Kaj and I’m the chairman of the
upcoming edition of the Actuarial Congress. This
year’s theme sparks my interest a lot and I’m
looking forward to how it applies to the actuarial
field. As a committee we have put our best efforts
into making this congress a success. We hope to
take this positive energy with us during the event. I
can’t wait to welcome you and make it an
unforgettable event together!

Kaj Soellaart
CHAIRMAN

The actuarial congress committee 2023 from left to right: Ira de Witte (Coordinator), Nuria Nouel (Acquisition
& Promotion), Coen de Jong (Acquisition & Promotion), Kaj Soellaart (Chairman), Valentine Gu (Speakers) and
Dionne Pimentel (Magazine & Website).

My name is Ira and I am coordinator of the Actuarial
Congress. For the past year I have been on the
Board as Internal Affairs, Vice-Chairman and
Secretary for the the study association VSAE. I was
able to organize many educational and fun events
throughout the year, including the Actuarial
Congress. I am currently in my last phase of the
bachelor Econometrics.

The committee has worked very hard this year to
set up a great congress and I can proudly say that
this is the first year that the congress is held in
English. We, the committee and the board, think it
is very important to make the congress accessible
to the students, as well as all actuaries. I’m looking
forward to seeing all of you in March!

My name is Nuria and I am currently doing my
Master Econometrics at the UvA. Together with
Coen, I was responsible for both the acquisition and
the promotion of this year's Actuarial Congress. I
am very proud of the companies that are
sponsoring and I hope that our hard work pays off
and results in another successful congress!

My name is Coen de Jong and - together with Nuria
- responsible for Acquisition and Promotion of the
event. It was amusing to interact with all the
companies that make this event into what it is.
Currently I am in my final year of the Bachelor
Econometrics, thus making such a professional
event even more interesting. Hopefully you will find
it as instructive as it has been for me in the past
year. Looking forward to meet you at the event!

Ira de Witte
COORDINATOR

Nuria Nouel
ACQUISITION & PROMOTION

Coen de Jong
ACQUISITION & PROMOTION
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My name is Dionne Pimentel and I am currently
studying for a master’s degree in Econometrics at
the UvA. Besides this, I work as an academic tutor
at dPT. Within the committee of the Actuarial
Congress, I am responsible for the website and the
magazine together with Jet. I hope we can organize
another great and successful congress this year!

My name is Valentine Gu and I am a Master’s
student in Actuarial Science and Mathematical
Finance. I am very happy that we are able to
organize such a large event as the Actuarial
Congress, especially with topics that are very
interesting to me as an Actuarial Science student. I
am looking forward to seeing the different
perspectives and discussions between various
experts in the industry around our theme Fairness
since it is one of the most relevant topics in the
future of the actuarial world.

My name is Jet van Ommeren and I am currently
studying for my bachelor in econometrics. My role in
the committee of the Actuarial Congress was
creating this magazine together with Dionne. We
really enjoyed the process of creating the
magazine. I am very excited about the topic of this
years congress, and I am looking forward to
learning more about how ethics can be applied in
the field of actuarial science. I believe that we will
have another interesting and successful congress
this year!

Valentine Gu
SPEAKERS

Dionne Pimentel
MAGAZINE & WEBSITE

Jet van Ommeren
MAGAZINE




